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this web of voices offers a mobile, richly layered 
image of francisco varela – as a human being, son, 
brother, father, friend, lover, colleague, teacher, 
prime mover... and as a dying man. as very few 
before him have done, francisco varela attained 
levels of accomplishment in western science as well 
as in buddhist philosophy and meditation, which 
provided the guiding principles that accompanied 
him until the very end of his all too brief life.
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«francisco varela was a master of synthesis. admired, 
controversial, and endowed with the intoxicating 
passion of an exceptionally gifted researcher. he was 
highly instrumental in shaping modern systems 
theory as well as cognitive science. he was a friend of 
the dalai lama and an unorthodox inspirer on the 
international scientific scene. in franz reichle’s film (...) 
one gets to know francisco varela in a way that I 
would not have believed possible.» bernhard pörksen
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